
DAY 01 (September 25)




10:00



10:20		




10:30–12:00		





12:15–13:30 		









13:30–14:30	

	

14:30–17:00 















18:30		



REGISTRATION



Sujeet George and Nikolay Kamenov



Neeladri Bhattacharya 
Moderator: Sebastian Schwecke 

Colonising the Wasteland in rural Bihar, 1880-1930. 

Preeti 

Khoti Settlement Act, 1880, and the (Im)Possibilities of 
Bahujan Solidarity. 

Radhika Saraf 

LUNCH



“Efficiency” and “Productivity” in the Western Indian Country 
Side: A Brief History of Rural Management. 

Kena Wani 

Remaking Surplus and Scarcity: Dairy Development between 
India and Europe, 1960 – 1980. 

Koyna Tomar 

Visions of Self-sufficiency: Productivity and Agricultural 
Statistics

in Early Postcolonial India. 

Sujeet George 

CONFERENCE DINNER (for invited speakers)




Welcome and Introduction 

Keynote Lecture 

Panel 1- The Rural Imaginary


Panel 2- Reforming the Countryside


(JNU, New Delhi (Retired))

(Director, MWF, New Delhi)



(Shivaji College, University of Delhi)



(Independent Researcher)



(NLSIU, Bengaluru)



(University of Pennsylvania)



(MWF, New Delhi)



New Agrarian Histories of Modern South Asia



REGISTRATION



Sugarcane “Improvement” Program and Deskilling of 
Cultivators in Colonial United Provinces. 

Azram Rahman Khan

Making Botany Economic: Experiments in Improving 

Tobacco in Colonial India. 

CJ Kuncheria 

TEA/COFFEE BREAK



"Progressive Farmers": Moral Worlds of Agri-Commodity 
Market Standardization in India. 

Amrita Kurian 

Cultivating the “Art of Sale”: The Agricultural Produce 
(grading and marking) Act, 1937 and the Emergence of 
Product Standardization in India. 

Karventha Kuppusamy 

LUNCH



Senthil Babu D., French Institute of Pondicherry

Moderator: Nikolay Kamenov



TEA/COFFEE BREAK



Tools of the Empire: An Enviro-technical History of Plough 

in Colonial India. 

Madhumita Saha 

Panel 3- Improvement 2.0


Panel 4- Markets and Commercialization


Mid-Conference Commentary 

Panel 5- Technologies of Agriculture


 (University of Delhi)



(The India Forum)



(University of Pennsylvania)



(Stanford University)



(Amity University)



DAY 02 (September 26)



10:00



10:15–11:30










11:30–11:45	



11:45–13:00











13:00–14:00	

	

14:00–15:00		 
			




15:00–15:15

	

15:15–16:30	


New Agrarian Histories of Modern South Asia



New Agrarian Histories of Modern South Asia

DAY 03 (September 27)




10:00–11:15		










11:45–12:00	



12:00–13:15		










13:15–14:15	



14:15–16:00




16:00–16:30		


Panel 6- Sustainable Futures


Panel 7- Capital and the Countryside


Concluding Remarks & Roundtable Discussion 

Desh Ki Mitti: Soil as a problem of agricultural reform in 
colonial and postcolonial North India, 1870s-1950s. 

Ritam Sengupta 

Ambiguous ecologies: exploring the toxic politics of agri-
alternatives in India. 

Arianna Tozzi (

TEA/COFFEE BREAK



Banking on the Countryside: Developmentalism and Finance 
in the late 19th century. 

Meghna Chaudhuri 

Back to Basics: Land, Labour, and Capital through the lens of 
Cooperation. 

Nikolay Kamenov 

LUNCH



Prakash Kumar 

TEA/COFFEE 

(O.P. Jindal Global University)



University of Manchester)



(Davidson College)



(Georg-August-Universität Göttingen)



(Pennsylvania State University)



Seeds for capitalist agriculture. DeKalb’s business venture 

in India (1957-1967). 

Karin Bugow (University of Applied Sciences, Darmstadt)
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